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it (the first edition is dated 1883, the twenty-fifth 1926,
while the Course bears date of 1909) and of a greater
freedom of exposition and expression. From the beginning
the Principles go against the scholastic and theoretical
economic views of the period. It was then a common
• saying that political economy is the science of wealth.
Gide rebelled against this notion of ignoring the human
element. This definition, he said, diverts attention from
the true object of economics, which is man and his needs,
to centre attention on objects external to man which are
only means for the satisfaction of his needs. Not that he
really disputes its natural character. To him, economics
is at the same time human and natural; human, in that
it has for its object not so much wealth as the needs and
desires of men, so far as these desires create the value of
things; natural, in that it supposes, in a series of events,
the existence of laws superior to the human wilL As
Shakespeare says:
There is a tide in the affairs of men
Which, taken at the flood, leads on to fortune;
Omitted, all the voyage of their life
Is bound in shallows and in miseries.
For this reason he gives first place to economic psychol-
ogy, thus allying himself to Jevons, Menger and Gossen,
who, when Gide was entering upon his studies, were
scarcely beginning to be known. To our mind, one of his
great services was the revival of French political economy
and its infusion with new blood, which, but for him,
might not have quickened it until muck later. Little or
much, all the economists of our country to-day, whether
liking or scorning the exclusive or partial psychological
explanation of economic activity, are deeply indebted
to him even if they do not know it. Those who, like
MM. Aftalion or Landry, explain phenomena or criticise
doctrines in the light of a thorough analysis of the
mental mechanism, motive force behind the individual
and the crowd psychologically considered; those who,
even while paying homage to the ingenious subtlety of

